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Honorable William J. Casey
Director of Central Intelligence
Washington, D. C. 20505

Dear Mr. Casey:

Thank you for your letter of December 24, 1985 detailing your concerns
over recent requests from other committees of the House.

I agree with you that the inquiries of other committees of the House can
create problems for your Agency in protecting sensitive intelligence
information. Further, you are correct that the purpose of establishing the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence was to centralize Congressional
responsibility for intelligence oversight in one committee devoted to that
purpose. However, neither the House Rules nor Section 501 of the National
Security Act of 1947 establish exclusive jurisdiction over intelligence
matters in the Intelligence Committee. Moreover, the formal processes of
resolving jurisdictional disputes within the House are focused on the
consideration of legislation or other matters actually before the House
itself. The House indirectly affirms jurisdiction in cases where it cites
individuals for contempt of Congress, but such cases are rare and to be
avoided if at all possible.

Because there are few formal processes for resolving jurisdictional
problems, informal methods most often resolve conflicts over jurisdictional
issues. The Committee stands willing to assist, as it has in the past, in
resolving problems between intelligence agencies and other committees of the
House, but it is most likely to be effective when drawn into the process at
the request of the other committee. Indeed, the Committee has an obligation
under the Rules of the House to keep other committees of the House informed of
matters which require their attention and to respond to requests from Members
and other committees for information in the possession of this Committee.

I appreciate your drawing the attention of the Committee to the requests
detailed in your letter. Recently, the Department of Defense brought a
similar matter to the attention of the Committee. I have told Defense
officials we will assist where possible to ensure that other committees
receive intelligence information which they need for the conduct of their
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oversight duties but that the Committee's Rules require determinations on such
matters to be made on a case-by-case basis with consultation as necessary with
appropriate intelligence officials. I repeat that pledge to you. I am
hopeful that the Committee can contribute to sensible and satisfactory
solutions to problems that may arise from a reluctance by intelligence

agencies to provide sensitive intelligence information to other committees of
the Congress.

With best wishes, I am
Sinceflely yours,

Lee H. Hamilton
Chairman
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